
   

 
 
 
With the 50th International 505 Australian Championships a few short weeks away, 
the state titles for the three major states are complete and the form guide is in. 
 
In NSW, their state championships were held over the Australia Day long weekend 
and attracted competitors from Queensland and South Australia. With almost a 
National standard fleet, a new champion emerged. Michael Babbage and James 
McAllister won, in front of two time National Champion Michael Quirk and his crew 
Simon Reffold.  
 

 
 
Babbage and McAllister had a very strong and consistent score-line, posting 
1,1,3,1,2,3,1 and showed great speed with sails and rig developed by Babbage 
himself. These two youngsters are in their second season in the class after great 
success in the junior classes. 
 
In Queensland, the racing was held over two consecutive weekends in February. Light 
to moderate winds prevailed on the first weekend and strong winds on the second. 
After six heats, counting a drop, it was class legend Earle Alexander and crew Ian 
Gregg in the lead by one point from both Bill Cuneo and John Warlow and Phil Grey 
and Dick Machin. 
 
Add in the second weekend of sailing and Cuneo and Warlow, sailing Daring Kestrel 
2 took the regatta. These two put in a big effort ahead of last years World 
Championships, as did the rest of the Queensland team and have some great speed in 
their boat and would back their chances at the Nationals in their home state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
South Australia saw a huge battle. Their state titles were held throughout the season 
and so allowed for form changes throughout the regatta. The winners were Rob 
Deussen and Jordan Spencer sailing Commonwealth Bank. They won on a count back 
over Sandy Higgins and Paul Marsh on Hawaii Five O, with third going to Pete 
Woolman and Phil Webb sailing Noodle Tour. 
 
The Commonwealth Bank team and the Hawaii Five O team were the top two 
Australian boats at the last World Championships and they took an intense rivalry into 
this regatta. 
 
The early season form was with the Commonwealth Bank team, holding the upper 
hand in the first four races. However, after some shared training sessions, the Hawaii 
Five O team developed some new sails and showed a real pick up in speed, 
dominating the next four races. When queried about their new found speed, Sandy 
said, “we are definitely faster than we were at the Worlds”. This forced the 
Commonwealth Bank team to up their development and they showed up to the final 
heat with new gear and improved speed to take the win. 
 
However, to give you an indication of how close the result was, after drops, both 
boats had an identical scorecard; four fists and three seconds. Under the current rules, 
the Commonwealth Bank team were the winners as they were the highest placed in 
the final heat. Under the previous set of rules, Hawaii Five O would have been the 
winner as they had a 1 point better score when counting drops. 
 
 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Either way, the form for the Championship looks to be very high. 
 
 
The 50th Australian Championships are being hosted by the Hamilton Island Yacht 
Club from 30 March 2008 to 4 April 2008. 
 
Racing will be in front of Cats Eye beach on Beautiful Hamilton Island, over nine 
races, with seven to count. 
 
 
All media queries can be directed to Jordan Spencer. 
 
+ 61 (0)407 567 326 
Jordan.spencer@bigpond.com 
 
 


